JULIUS CAESAR   - Character Sheet
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1.
Brutus 

	Friends with Caesar
Enemy of Caesar


	Against all dictators


	Afraid that Caesar wants POWER; does not think Caesar should be KING


	Manipulated by Cassius into believing that CAESAR must die to SAVE ROME!

	Inner conflict:  loyalty to Caesar vs. Love of Rome

	Brutus is “used” 

	Brutus loves Rome and HONOR more than he loves himself

	Well-liked and respected, trusted by Romans.  That’s why Cassius needs him in the conspiracy.

	

	

	


QUOTES: Paraphrased----

· I’d rather die than lose my honor.
· He has an inner conflict.

2.
Julius Caesar  

	A great general and senator

	Recently returned to Rome in triumph (vs. Pompey)


	Declines the crown three times --- the crowd loved it!  Caesar then had his seizures and fell down.  He uses ‘reverse psychology’ so the crowd will beg him to be king.He u

	Flaws in his character: leads to the tragic hero’s downfall

	     Seduced by the crowd making him an idol

	      IGNORES ALL OMENS AND THREATS AGAINST HIS LIFE 

(“ Beware the ides of March, Calpurnia’s dream, Artemidorus, 
And weird NATURAL events)

	     Believes he will last as long as the North Star ( for eternity)

	Caesar has a tragic flaw:  it will lead to his downfall
HUBRIS – TOO OVERCONFIDENT, EXCESSIVE PRIDE , arrogant


	

	

	

	

	


QUOTES:  

· To soothsayer:  He’s a dreamer…he doesn’t listen to “ides of March.”
· “Cassius has a lean and hungry look.”  -- Caesar has street smarts; doesn’t trust Cassius
3.
Cassius

	Friend of Caesar

	Enemy of Caesar



	Clever, manipulative, persuasive, uses flattery to convince Brutus

	
Hungry, like a wolf  

	Persuades Brutus to join conspiracy – “Caesar is too power- hungry”

	Sends Brutus forged letters claiming that the Romans need Brutus to crush Caesar.

	He is dishonest ---- but thinks that this is okay--- it’s politics

	

	

	

	

	

	


QUOTES:
· Brutus, the people of Rome see how great you are..you need to see it too.
· Your name, Brutus, is as good as Caesar.  Why should he BE King?

· Brutus, what’s your price to be seduced into joining the conspiracy?

· Why should Caesar act like the Colossus and we are petty people?

· MEN ARE MASTERS OF THEIR OWN FATES….don’t be a sheep and follow along blindly.  

4.
Antony

	He is a friend of Caesar


	He says he will be loyal to Brutus and conspirators to save his own life.
However, he says he will “release the dogs of war” to cause chaos.



	Later when speaking at Caesar’s funeral, he tricks the conspirators.


	During his speech, he persuades the audience to withdraw their support for Brutus.  
USES REPETITION, SARCASM, EXAMPLES, DRAMA, SYMPATHY, REVERSE PSYCHOLOGY = Brutus was an honorable man, holds C’s Will in front of crowd
EXAMPLES:  Caesar RESCUED CAPTIVES, BROUGHT $$ TO ROME, EMPATHY FOR COMMONERS


	He convinces the mob to condemn Brutus as a traitor.


	With tears on his cheeks and Caesar’s will in his hand, Antony stirs the crowd to revolt against the conspirators.


	Antony is also ambitious.


	

	


QUOTES:  1.  Brutus is an honorable man.
2.  Friends, Romans and countrymen…lend me your ears…

3.  Brutus’s stabbing of Caesar “---the most unkindest cut of all….”

What does Antony mean by this ?
5.
Calpurnia
	Caesar’s wife


	Believes in superstitions and her nightmare—spouting blood from statues, lion giving birth, warriors in the clouds 
These are all signs that a king will die!

	Warns Caesar about going to the Senate on the Ides of March

	Caesar does not listens to her – he is ambitious to get the crown that day

	Animal had NO HEART  -- bad omen!


	


QUOTES:
6.
Portia
	Brutus’s wife

	She is upset --- Brutus does NOT confide or share his secrets with her

	Brutus has inner conflicts and she does not understand the cause



	She later kills herself --- out of grief 
She eats hot coals!


	

	

	


QUOTES:
