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Manifest Destiny - Chapter 9 
Study Guide  

 
A. Review the Essential Questions: QUESTIONS TO THINK ABOUT FOREVER! 
(Try and make connections to other major events in US history. These essential 
questions are thematic, meaning that they apply to similar historical patterns 
over broad amounts of time. They are meant to foster critical thought.) 
 
1. To what extent can the forces behind expansion be explained? 
 
 
 
 
2. To what extent are wars a reflection of national interests? 
 
 
 
 
3. How can the outcomes of war result in further conflict? 
 
 
 
  
B. Review Main Ideas: THINGS TO THINK ABOUT RIGHT NOW! 
 
1.  Identify and describe the reasons Americans wanted to move west. 
 

 

 
 



2.  Define the idea of Manifest Destiny.  Provide at least three different perspectives on 
it. (i.e. how a native American felt about it versus a gold miner.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Identify the causes and effects of migration to Utah, California, and other parts of the 
West.  What was the Native American reaction to this American migration? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4.  Describe what it was like to travel along the overland trails to Oregon. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. List the events that led to Texas Independence. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6. Explain why the Battle of the Alamo is such an important symbol in U.S. History.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



7.  Describe the causes and effects of the US-Mexican War. 
 

Causes (3)  Effects (3) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
8.  How did the United States pursue its goal of expanding across the continent during 
the 1840s? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
B.  Review the Important Terms  
(Be able to identify each and explain its significance) 
 

 Review: Chapter 9, Section 1 Morse, Deere, McCormick, specialization, 
market revolution, capitalism, entrepreneur 
 

 mission 
 

 Great Plains 
 

 Texas War for Independence 
 

 Alamo 
 

 Stephen Austin 



 

 General Santa Anna 
 

 Sam Houston 
 

 Davy Crockett, Jim Bowie, William Travis 
 

 Oregon Trail 
 

 Manifest destiny 
 

 US-Mexican War 
 

 Treaty of Guadalupe-Hidalgo 
 

 Bear Flag Republic 
 

 Stephen Kearny “The Long Marcher” 
 

 Zachary Taylor “Rough and Ready” 
 

 Gadsden Purchase 
 

 Gold Rush 
 

 Forty-niners  
 

 Wilmot Proviso 
 
C. Review the Important Illustrations, Primary Sources, Maps, and Charts 
(What does each map, chart, or illustration tell you about the material in the chapter?) 
 
American Progress, John Gast…………………………………………………Painting 
 
Roughing It, Mark Twain…………………………………………………..…… Reading 
 
Trails West, p 263 …………………………………………………..…..… Map 
 
Mapping the Oregon Trail, p 266-67 …………………………………………. Map 
 
War for Texas Independence p 270  …………………………………………. Map  
 
War with Mexico p 275 …………………………………………………………. Map 


