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“New Jersey will educate all students to 
prepare them to lead productive, fulfilling 
lives. Through a public education system 
that is seamlessly aligned from pre-school 
to college, students will gain the requisite 
academic knowledge and technical and 
critical thinking skills for life and work in 
the 21st century.”

VISION FOR PUBLIC EDUCATION IN NEW JERSEY



 In 2015, New Jersey adopted the Partnership for Assessment 
of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC) to replace HSPA 
and previous assessments in the elementary and middle 
school in language arts and mathematics.

 Students took PARCC English Language Arts and Literacy 
Assessments (ELA/L) in grades 3 – 11.

 Students took PARCC Mathematics Assessments in grades 3 –
8 and End of Course Assessments in Algebra I, Geometry, and 
Algebra II.

NEW JERSEY’S STATEWIDE 
ASSESSMENT PROGRAM



PARCC PERFORMANCE LEVELS

PARCC uses five performance levels that delineate the knowledge, skills, and practices 
students are able to demonstrate:

Level 1: 
Did Not Yet 

Meet 
Expectations

Level 2:
Partially Met 
Expectations

Level 3:
Approached 
Expectations

Level 4:
Met 

Expectations

Level 5:
Exceeded 

Expectations



Course Enrolled Participated in 
PARCC

Percentage 
Participated

Grade 3 450 375 83.3%

Grade 4 458 370 80.8%

Grade 5 442 366 82.8%

Grade 6 471 329 69.9%

Grade 7 477 336 70.4%

Grade 8 441 292 66.2%

PARCC PARTICIPATION LEVELS



Course Enrolled Participated in 
PARCC

Percentage 
Participated

Algebra I HMS – 242
LHS – 245

HMS – 188
LHS – 93

HMS – 77.7%
LHS – 37.9%

Geometry HMS – 48
LHS - 332

HMS – 41
LHS - 132

HMS – 85.4%
LHS - 39.8%

Algebra II LHS - 326 LHS – 110 LHS – 33.7%

English I 445 220 48.4%

English II 431 137 31.8%

English III 389 46 11.8%

PARCC PARTICIPATION LEVELS



















 Impact of opt-outs/refusals
 When participation reaches certain levels, it is impossible for us to 

draw any useful conclusions from the data.

 To receive a score for the ELA or Math parts of the test, 
students had to participate in all days of the assessment in 
both the March and the May sessions.

CONSIDERATIONS



WHAT THE DATA TELL US

 The larger the participation of the students, the more reliably 
the data reflect the performance of our population.

 In all grade levels in ELA, performance in writing and 
conventions was very strong.

 Performance in both areas of reading (literature and 
informational text) were strong but reading Informational text 
stronger and could reflect the greater integration of these 
texts into our instruction.

 The component of reading that we need to focus on more is 
vocabulary 



 Have already been doing training on Model Content 
Frameworks which increases focus on research projects into 
our units of study and increases emphasis on vocabulary 
instruction.  

 In Math – anticipate that changes made to the curriculum last 
summer in grades 3-8 and the addition of the textbook as a 
component of our instruction strengthens our program.

NEXT STEPS


