[image: ]TO KILL A MOCKINGBIRD – HARPER LEE
IMPORTANT QUOTES - CHAPTERS 9-11

CHAPTER 9
		         QUOTE #1: 
	“‘If you shouldn’t be defendin’ him, then why are you doin’ it?’
	‘For a number of reasons,’ said Atticus. ‘The main reason is, if I didn’t I couldn’t hold up my head in town, I couldn’t represent this county in the legislature, I couldn’t even tell you or Jem not to do something again.’
	‘You mean if you didn’t defend that man, Jem and me wouldn’t have to mind you any more?’
	‘That’s about right.’
	‘Why?’
	‘Because I could never ask you to mind me again. Scout, simply by the nature of the work, every lawyer gets at least one case in his lifetime that affects him personally. This one’s mine, I guess. You might hear some ugly talk about it at school, but do one thing for me if you will: you just hold your head high and keep those fists down. No matter what anybody says to you, don’t you let ‘em get your goat. Try fighting with your head for a change …’” (Lee 100-101)

1. Why did Atticus accept the Tom Robinson case? _________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What do these reasons tell you about Atticus Finch? What character traits would you ascribe him? Explain your reasoning. ____________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________			
	QUOTE #2:

	“‘Atticus, are we going to win it?’
[image: ]	‘No, honey.’
	‘Then why –‘
	‘Simply because we were licked a hundred years before we started is no reason for us not to try to win’” (101).

1. In your OWN WORDS, what is the lesson Atticus is trying to teach Scout? (If Atticus were designing a bumper sticker advertising this lesson, what would it say?) ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What do you now know about Atticus’ feelings towards the trial and its inevitable outcome? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Do you agree or disagree with Atticus? Have historical leaders typically agreed or disagreed with Atticus’ theory? Give an example. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________




				             QUOTE #3:
	“ ‘Come here, Scout,’ said Atticus. I crawled into his lap and tucked my head under his chin. He put his arms around me and rocked me gently. ‘It’s different this time,’ he said. ‘This time we aren’t fighting the Yankees, we’re fighting our friends. But remember this, no matter how bitter things get, they’re still our friends and this is still our house” (101-2).

1. What is Atticus worried about? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What message is he trying to get across to Scout? 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Does Atticus truly believe that all of the citizens of Maycomb – even people like the Ewells and Cecil Jacobs – will “still be their friends,” or is he merely “kid-proofing” (hiding) the truth from his daughter? Explain.  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





						QUOTE #4
	“‘Atticus, how bad is this going to be? You haven’t had too much chance to discuss it.’
	‘It couldn’t be worse, Jack. The only thing we’ve got is a black man’s word against the Ewells’. The evidence boils down to you-did – I didn’t. The jury couldn’t possibly be expected to take Tom Robinson’s against the Ewells’ …’
	‘You know what’s going to happen as well as I do, Jack, and I hope and pray I can get Jem and Scout through it without bitterness, and most of all, without catching Maycomb’s usual disease.* Why reasonable people go stark raving mad when anything involving a Negro comes up, is something I don’t pretend to understand … I just hope that Jem and Scout come to me for their answers instead of listening to the town. I hope they trust me enough … Jean Louise?’

1. What is “Maycomb’s usual disease?” What is Atticus’ concern? ___________________________________________________________	
___________________________________________________________	

2. *In Chapter 10, Heck Tate looks at Tim Johnson (the rabid dog) and says, “He’s got it [rabies] all right, Mr. Finch” (126). Could Heck also be referring to another kind of sickness? Is there a deeper, symbolic meaning to the events around the shooting of the dog? Explain.  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
                                                              CHAPTER 10
                         [image: ]
					       QUOTE #5
	“‘He never said anything about it,’ Jem muttered.
	‘Wonder why he never goes huntin’ now,’ I said. 
	‘If your father’s anything,’ said Miss Maudie, ‘he’s civilized in the heart. Marksmanship’s a gift of God, a talent – oh, you have to practice to make it perfect, but shootin’s different from playing the piano or the like. I think maybe he put his gun down when he realized that God had given him an unfair advantage over most living things. I guess he decided he wouldn’t shoot till he had to, and he had to today” (130). 	 

1. What personality traits of Atticus’ does this quote demonstrate?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Do Atticus’ actions match his words, or is he “all talk?” Give two examples.   _________________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
[image: ]				 CHAPTER 11
QUOTE #6
“‘Scout, when summer comes you’ll have to keep your head about far worse things … it’s not fair for you and Jem, I know that, but sometimes we have to make the best of things, and the way we conduct ourselves when the chips are down – well, all I can say is, when you and Jem are grown, maybe you’ll look back on this with some compassion and some feeling that I didn’t let you down” (139).

1. Describe the lesson that Atticus is attempting to teach Jem and Scout. _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. From your reading thus far, do you believe that Jean Louise and Adult Jem DO indeed look back on this time in their childhoods with compassion and feeling? Explain. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________




QUOTE #7	“‘This case, Tom Robinson’s case, is something that goes to the essence of a man’s conscience – Scout, I couldn’t go to church and worship G-d if I didn’t try to help that man.’
	‘Atticus, you must be wrong.’
	‘How’s that?’
	‘Well, most folks seem to think they’re right and you’re wrong …’
	‘They’re certainly entitled to think that, and they’re entitled to full respect for their opinions,’ said Atticus, ‘but before I can live with other folks, I’ve got to live with myself’” (140).

1. Describe the lesson that Atticus is attempting to teach Jem and Scout. _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What does this quote demonstrate about Atticus’ character? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Do you agree with what he says? Explain. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
	
	

										QUOTE #8
	“‘You aren’t really a n------ - lover, then, are you?’
	‘I certainly am. I do my best to love everybody … I’m hard put, sometimes – baby, it’s never an insult to be called what somebody thinks is a bad name. It just shows you how poor that person is, it doesn’t hurt you. So don’t let Mrs. Dubose get you down. She has enough troubles as it is (145). 

1. Describe the lesson that Atticus is attempting to teach Jem and Scout. _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What does this quote demonstrate about Atticus’ character? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Do you agree with what he says? Explain. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





QUOTE #9    “‘Mrs. Dubose was a morphine addict. She took it as a painkiller for years … she said she was going to leave this world beholden to nothing and nobody. Jem, when you’re sick as she was, it’s all right to take anything to make it easier, but it wasn’t all right for her. She said she meant to break herself of it before she died, and that’s what she did … you know, she was a great lady.’
	‘A lady?’ Jem rasied his head. His face was scarlet. ‘After all those things she said about you, a lady?’ 
	‘She was. She had her own views about things, a lot different from mine, maybe … son, I told you that if you hadn’t lost your head I’d have made you go read to her. I wanted you to see what real courage is, instead of getting the idea that courage is a man with a gun in his hand. It’s when you know you’re licked before you begin but you begin anyway and you see it through no matter what. You rarely win, but sometimes you do. According to her views, she died beholden to nothing and nobody. She was the bravest person I ever knew” (147-9). 

1. In your own words, why does Atticus consider Mrs. Dubose the most courageous person he knows? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Look at the italicized portion of the quote. How does this quote relate to the Tom Robinson trial and Atticus’ feelings towards it? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Atticus gives his children a great deal of advice, particularly in these three chapters (though there are more lessons to come). Of all of the quotes above, which one most resonates with you – which one is most applicable to your life? Refer to the quote number and then explain why you believe that this particular Finch-ism is most likely to stay with you, even after we finish the novel.  
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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