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A Brief History of Gifted Education

1920-1930
Psychologist Leta 
Hollingworth 
published the first 
widely published 
research studies on 
gifted children. 
Coined the term 
“gifted”. Researched 
curriculum for gifted 
children. 

1905-1920
Binet-Simon Scale 
by Lewis M. 
Terman- 
precursor to the 
Stanford Binet 
(1916). 

1930-1940
Decline in ability 
grouping; 
enrichment of 
gifted children in 
regular in 1940s 
classrooms.

1940-1950
Educational 
Policies 
Commission called 
neglect of mentally 
superior students a 
“social waste”

1950-1960
SPUTNIK!!!
Revives interest in 
the education of 
gifted students; focus 
on excellence.

1960-1970
1965 Elementary 
and Secondary 
Education Act (PL 
89-10) Supported 
the development of 
model programs 
and state personnel 
in gifted education.

1970-1980
Inclusion of gifted in 
Title IV-C Grants
Appropriated $6.2 
million to the FOGT 
Federal Office of 
Gifted and 
Talented). 

1980-1990
FOGT closed.
1988 Enactment of 
the Javits Gifted 
and Talented 
Students Education 
Act (as part of 
ESEA) 

1990-2000
Renzulli published 
triad enrichment 
model. 



Current Trends in GT

“Differentiated classrooms in which students receive instruction tailored to their 
needs on a day-by-day, subject-by-subject basis would eliminate the classroom 
problems that afflict students currently placed in gifted programs without having 
to label students as gifted or (implicitly) ungifted and placing the former in 
enrichment programs…”



Gifted Programs 

According to National Association for Gifted Children, there are three major 
responsibilities of Gifted Programs (http://www.nagc.org)

● Provide pathways to accelerate standards-based instruction for gifted 
learners. 

● Provide examples of differentiated task demands to address specific 
standards. 

● Create interdisciplinary product demands to elevate learning for gifted 
students and to efficiently address multiple standards at once.

http://www.nagc.org


● Defines students who are gifted and talented 
as those students who possess or 
demonstrate high levels of ability in one or 
more content areas when compared to their 
chronological peers in the local district 

                               and 

● Who require modification of their educational 
program if they are to achieve in accordance 
with their capabilities

● No established state-level criteria for 
identifying students who are gifted 

● Local school districts must use multiple 
measures to identify students

● Multiple measures can vary from 
achievement test scores; grades; 
student performance or products; 
intelligence testing; and parent, 
student, and/or teacher 
recommendation.

● Related to the programs and services 
offered (e.g., using math achievement 
to identify students for a math 
program).

NJ Administrative Code 6A:8-3.1



Defining Giftedness

● National Association for Gifted Children (NAGC):
Children are gifted when their ability is significantly 
above the norm for their age.

● Renzulli’s Three-Ring Concept of Giftedness

● Borland advocated for having gifted 
education without gifted kids 

● Academic Giftedness as 
per Intelligence Quotient 



Classroom Based 
● Differentiated curriculum 
● Hardest first approach (compacting)
● Flexible subject-specific ability groupings within the classroom
● Math acceleration in the middle school (done currently)
● Extension/Enrichment activities
● Modified Assignments
● GT Teacher works with group

Independent with GT Teacher
● Independent research project
● Extension/Enrichment activities

What does the content-specific enrichment look like? 



Personalized Learning Proposals / Schoolwide Enrichment 

● 3-2-1 Quizbowl

● Academically Speaking

● Essex Tech Day

● Forensics (Public 

Speaking)

● Law Fair/Law Adventure 

(Mock Trial)

● Playwriting Competition

● Philosophy

● Stock Market Game

● Team Chess

● 24 Challenge

● K’Nex Invention 



Three Year Rollout for Program Changes

Year Grades Affected

2018-2019 K-5

2019-2020 6

2020-2021 7,8

Identification 
Process changes 
will be effective 
9/2018 for all grade 
levels. 



Long Term Planning- 
Curriculum Compacting Turnkey

Year Grades Affected

2021-2022 K-5 

2022-2023 6

2023-2024 7, 8

GT Teachers 
turnkey compacting 
model to classroom 
teachers.


